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P R EF A CE. 


FT ER more than Thirty Years Application 
to, and Experience in, che Theory and Prac- 

_ > tice of Architecture, I am encouraged to offer 
the following Defigns to the Public, from the favourable 
. Reception which Works of this Kind have generally 
met with of late Years, : 


I obſerve the Deſigns which have been 900 iſhed 
by others, have, for the moſt part, been grand and 

pompous 4 which, though they may be excellent in their 
Kind, will but ſeldom come into Uſe, as being only 
proper for very large Buildings. 


But as there are more Gentlemen of moderate For- - 
tunes than of great Eſtates who may be inclined to 
build Houſes, I ſuppoſe ſome r expenſive Deſigns may 


be acceptable to the Public, as being of more general Uſe, 
ſuch as will be found in ſeveral of the following Plates ; 


7 


while yet in others of them (eſpecially in the ſecond Book) 


I have endeavoured to accommodate the Great and Noble 
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ir The PREFACE. 


with Defigns, that may be *:itable to their Taſte and 


Fortune: and if the Hints which I have here given 


may be improved by ſome: better Genius, in forming bet- 
ter Deſigns than any of theſe, I ſhall E rejoice 


in it. 


I have endeavoured all along to form ſuch Deſigns as 


are capable of receiving good Decorations ; for if the ori- 


ginal Deſign be bad, fuperadded Ornaments will make 


the whole to appear rather aukward than graceful, like 
a Clown in a laced Waiſtcoat. And here let me hint a 
a Caution to leſs experienced "Artiſts, viz. not to over- 


load any Deſgn with Ornaments; for by that Means 


the beſt Defgn may be quite defigured: A Multitude 


of Ornaments: ſtuck on, as. we ſometimes. ſee, without 


Meaning, breeds nothing but Confuſion, and the Beauty 


of each Individual is loſt in the Crowd: Therefore in 


diſpoſing of Decorations either on the Outſide or Infide of 


a Building there muſt be ſufficient Spaces left plain, with- 


out any Ornament, that ſo the Ornaments in proper 


Places may be the more e and Cary have their 
defired- Effect. | 


The doſer we | keep to the. Rules of the ancient 
Grecian Orders, via. the Doric, the nic and the Cu- 


rinthian i in decorating the Outſide of our Buildings, the 


more grand is is their Appearance, and, generally ſpeak- 
ing, every Eye is the better. pleaſed. The Curnices and 


Arobitraves in thoſe ſeveral Orders are capable of receiv- 


ing ſine Incrichments, and. their Freezes beautiful F o- 


liages. | 


The PREFACE. V 


liages. We ſee that in ſmall Porticos, two Colums only, 
if they are brought out from the Wall, and Pillaſters 
behind them, have a fine Effect; but how much more is 
the Eye ſtruck and delighted with a proper Arrangement 
of Columns, of juſt Proportion, in large Buildings. 


There is one very common Ornament of Mouldings 
which I ſhall here take ſome particular Notice of, on Ac- 
count of its Name, vis. that which is commonly call- 
ed Eggs and Anchors. Though ſome of the greateſt 
Maſters of Architecture as Palladio, Scamozzi, and 
Vignola, have generally inriched their Ovolos with it, 
yet Ihave known ſome Gentlemen forbid it their Houſes, 
being diſpleaſed with its Name, and ſuppoſing it to re- 
preſent an unnatural Mixture or Combination of 
Things which have no Relation to one another, biz. 
Eggs and Anchors: But I would hope to remove their 
Prejudice againſt this gracefull Ornament by informing | 
them, that in ſome ancient Fabricks it plainly appears 
to be Nuts in Husks; in ſome the Hasks are omit- 
ted, perhaps on Account of the Expence in Carving; 
in others they are Nuts and Husbs interchangeably. 
IT have ſhewed the firſt Sort upon a Ovo/o in the 
Fifty-eighth Plate of this Book, and I have, in ſome 
Meaſure, copied the third Sort upon an Ovelo in a 
dentil Bedmould to the Corinthian Order in my for- 
mer Book. I would therefore propoſe to change that 
unnatural Name of Eggs and Anchors, into the much 


more proper and true Name, of Nuts and Husks. 
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vi The PREFACE. 


So great 1s my Love to the Science of Architec- 
ture and fo earneſt my Defire of promoting the Know- 


ledge and Practice of it, eſpecially in my own Coun- 
try, that if this Work of mine may be conducive 


thereunto, I can be well ſatisfied to give all the Time 
and the Pains which the De/igning and Drawing has 
colt me, without any other Recompence. And indeed 
that I have had little View to my own Profit may ap- 
pear from the Price of my former Book*, as well 
as this. And here I cannot but make a grateful Acknow- 
ledgment to the Public for their favourable Recep- 
tion of that my firſt Work, as appears by the Number 


of Copies which have been fold. 


I have been grieved to hear ſome Foreigners reproach- 
ing my Country with the Declenſion of Arts and Sciences 
among us, while it is ſaid they are improving in other | 
Nations. I muſt own this has been ſome Motive with 
me to take more Pains 1n the following Work than per- 
haps T ſhould otherwiſe have done, in order to contri- 
bute, what lies in my Power, to wipe off that Reproach, 
for ſuch I hope it is: And I moſt heartly wiſh that all 


Perſons would ſtrive to excell in their ſeveral Profeſſions 


and Employments, and then I doubt not but it would ap- 
pear that England is bleſt with as happy Geniuſſes as any 
Nation under Heaven. I hope the Plates are ſufficiently 


plain and expreſs, ſo that I need not uſe many Words in 
explaining them. 


The Britiſh Archite®, in which are 60 Folio Copper Plates, Price 13 Shillings, 
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DESIGNS, & 


L ATE I. Is a Deſign for a Houſe of four Rooms 
upon a Floor, with 7wo Stair-caſes. The Beſt Stairs are 
carried up in the Center of the Back Front ; the Back 

Stairs go up in the Paſſage by which the Servants enter the Houſe. 


In the following Plans you will find the Stair-caſes placed in 
every Part of the Houſe, in order to render theſe Deſigns more 
generally uſeful ; ſince different Spots of Ground, on which Houſes 

are built, may require that Szair-caſes ſhould be differently placed, 
on Account of Profpe#s and for divers other Conveniences. 


PLATE II. A Deſign for a Houſe of four Rooms on a Floor 
with but one Stair-caſe. The beſt Room is 22 Feet by 18, The 
Hall in the Back Front 26 Feet by 14: 


- 


Sx: All 
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. 


All the Rooms in this Houſe are private, that is there is a Way 
into each of them without paſſing through any other Room ; which 

is a Circumſtance that ſhould always be attended to in laying out 
wp diſpoſing the Rooms of a Houſe. 


T have put but one Window in each Wing of this Houſe, for 
the Sake of Variety, and the better to ſuit every Taſte ; but another 
Window may eaſily be added by thoſe who like it better. And 
if the ſame Dreſſings are continued, no material Alteration will be 
thereby made in the Deſign, and perhaps the little that will be 


made may be for the better. 


PLATE III. A Deſign for a Houſe of ve Rooms upon a 
Floor with #wo Stair-caſes. The Hall is 26 Feet by 17. The beſt 
Room 26 Feet by 21. | 


PLATE IV. A Deſign for a Houſe of four Rooms upon a 
Floor with #wo Stair-caſes. The Hall is 29 Feet by 18. The beſt 


Room 29 by 20. 


PLATE V. A Deſign for a Houſe of five Rooms upon a Floor, 
with wo Stair-caſes. The Hall is 24 Feet by 23. The beſt Room 


27 by 22. 


PLATE VI. A Deſign for a Houſe of five Rooms upon a 
Floor, with two dreſſing Rooms and uo Stair-caſes. The Hall is 


21 Feet ſquare. The Saloon or beſt Room is 36 Feet by 20. 


PLATE VII A Deſign for a Houſe of three Rooms upon a 
Floor, with one Dreſſing Room and one Stair-caſe. The Stairs go 


up in a ſmall Hall. The beſt Room is 28 Feet by 20. 


PLATE VIII. A Def ign for a Houſe of fix Rooms upon a 
Floor, wo Dreſſing Rooms and tuo Staircaſes. The Hall 26 Feet 


by 20. The beſt Room 26 Feet ſquare: | 
7 PLATE 
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PLATE IX. A Deſign for a Houſe of four Rooms upon a 


Floor with one Drefling Room and two Stair-caſes. The Hall is 
29 Feet by 15. The beſt Room 25 by 21. 


PLATE X. A Deſign for a Houſe of / Rooms upon a Floor, 
with zwo Stair-caſes. The Hall 28 Feet by 21, beſt Room 28 
by 27. This Houſe has one Window in each Wing in the Fore- 
front, tuo in the Back-front ; ſo that a Perſon may chooſe which 
he likes beſt. 


* 
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PLATE XI. A Deſign for a Houſe of four Rooms upon a 
Floor, with wo Stair-caſes. The beſt Room is 22 Feet by 18. 


PLATE XII. A Deſign for a Houſe of four Rooms upon a 
Floor and one Drefſing-Room, with wo Stair-caſes. The beſt Room 
22 Feet by 18. 


PLATE XIII. A Deſign for a Houſe of four Rooms upon a 
Floor and wo Stair-caſes. The beſt Room is 29 Feet by 18. 


PLATE XIV. A Deſign for a Houſe of fx Rooms upon a Floor 
with wo Stair-caſes. The Hall 26 Feet by 15. The beſt Room 
is 26 by 24. 


PLATE Xv. A Deſign for a Houſe of frve Rooms upon a 
Floor, with one Stair-caſe. The beſt Room is 26 by 17. 


PLATE XVI. A Deſign for a Houſe of five Rooms upon 4 
Floor with wo Stair-caſes. The Hall is 20 Feet ſquare. The Saloon 
is 30 Feet by 24. In the Front of this Houſe is a Doric Portico, 
with two Columns brought out from the Wall. There might be 
Zwo more upon the two firſt Pedeſtals, and alſo two more before 
them, at ſuch a Diſtance as that a Coach may drive between them; 

ſo that Perſons might light out of the Coach and go into the Houle, 
without being expoſed to the Weather. 
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PLATE XVII. A Deſign for a Houſe of fve Rooms upon a 


Floor, with two Stair-caſes, which _ 80 up in the Hall. The 
beſt Room is 32 Feet by 26. | 


PLATE XVIII. A Deſign . a Houſe of fue Rooms upon a 
Floor, with ro Stair-caſes. The Hall is 24 Feet by 17. - The beſt 
Room is 24 by 21. This Houſe has a Portico of the Tonic Or- 
der, with four Columns in Front. 


* 


PLATE XIX. A Deſign for a Houſe of fve Rooms upon a 


Floor, with 2 Stair-caſes. The Hall is 16 Feet by 19 with 
6 Mirbes in it. The Saloon is 28 Feet by 22. In the Front is an 


Tonic Portico, with two Columns only. 


PLATE XX. A Deſign for a Houſe of four Rooms. upon a 


Floor, and a Dreſſing-Room, with one Stair-caſe. In the Entrance 


of the Houſe is an Arcbade, from which you enter into a Room 
of 34 Feet by 24- 


PLATE XXI. A Deſign for a Houſe of - fx Rooms upon a 
Floor, with two Stair-caſes. The Hall is 21 Feet by 20. The 


beſt Room 28 by 23. | 


PLATE XXII. A Deſign for a Houſe of /ever Rooms upon a 
Floor, and a Dreſſing Room, with wo Stair-caſes. The Hall is 
36 Feet by 21. The Saloon 1s 36 by 31. The principal Story 


of this Houſe is Ruſtic, the ſecond Story is dreſt with — 


of the Tonic Order. 


PLATE XXIII A Deſign for a Houſe of /even Rooms upon a 
Floor with wo Stair- caſes. The back Stair-caſe goes down into the 


X Baſement Story. The Portico has four Columns in Front of the Co- 


rinthian Order : From hence you enter into a Hall 28 Feet by 21. 
The Saloon is 28 Feet ſquare, from which you paſs into a Room, or 
Gallery, of 50 Feet by 20. | 
ye The 
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The Space; betwixt the Windows ſhould be as near the Proportion 
expreſſed in this Plan as the Rooms will admit, viz. as 3 to 2, that 
is, ſuppoſe the Windows are four Feet wide, the Space betwixt them 
ſhould be fix Feet at leaſt ; for they had better be more than leſs, 
except where the windows are not dreſſed ; for then it will not be 
diſagreeable if they are ſome what narrower. 


PL ATE XXIV. Two Baſes and four Surbaſes for common | | 
Rooms. | 0 


PLATE * Four Baſes and four Surbaſes for commdn Rooms. 


PLATE XXVI. Two Baſes, one inriched with a Fret, the 
other with a Scroll, and two Surbaſes with Frets. 


A" | 
PLATE XXVII. Two Baſes and two Surbaſes inriched with — 
Frets. | bh EY dM 
PLATE XXVIII. Two Baſes inriched with Prets, and two LD | 
Surbaſes, one with a Fret, the other with a Scroll. The Scroll 
to the Left-hand turns one fourth more than that in the Surbaſe, 
and that upon the right turns one fourth more than that upon 
the left. | | 
PLATE XXIX. A Baſe with a Fret. A Surbaſe with a Fret 
and Flower. WY Es 


and Flower. | 


PLATE XXXI. A Baſe inriched with a Fret and Scroll, the 
Surbaſe with a Fret and Flower. This Method is new, and much LY 
more beautiful than continued regular Frets, ; £ 


PLATE 
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PLATE XXXII. To the Left-hand is a Baſe with a Fret, 
over it is a Surbaſe with a Scroll. To the Right-hand is a Baſe 
with a Galo/s and Flower, and a Swrbaſe over it with a Fret and 
Flower. 

PLATE XXXIII. To the Left-hand is a Baſe with a Galoſe 
Fret, and over it a Surbaſe with a common Fret. To the Right- 
hand is a Baſe with a common Fret, and over it a Surbaſe with a 
Swelling Freeze ADE] This I think com needs have a very good 
Effect. 


PLATE XXXIV. A Baſe inriched with a 'Fret and Flower. 
The Surbaſe inriched with a Scroll and Flower. Here both Ogees 


are inriched, and both the Baſe and Surbaſe join the Dads with 


Mouldings alike. 

PLATE XXXV. A Baſe inriched with a Scroll and Leaf. 
The & Syrbaſe with a Fres and Flower. The two Ogees | Join the Dado 
alike. 5 : 

PLATE XXXVI. A Baſe with a Torus inriched with Laws, 
incloſed by two Ogees, which are equal i in Projection: The Surbaſe 

inriched with a Scroll and Leaf: The two Cavettos are inriched and 
Join the Dado alike. | 
: $ OY 4 i | 3 | 0 
PLATE XXXVII. A Baſe with a Torus beautifully inriched ; 
over it a Fret and Aftragal inriched with Ribbands and Flowers. A 
Surbaſe with a Scroll, the Mouldings inriched. AMA. B. In a lower 
Room both the 4fragals may be omitted, 
* 


PLATE XXXVIIL A fich and grand Surbaſe. 


PLATE XXXIX. Anothet rich and grand Surboſe. 
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PLATE XL. A Baſe with a Fret and Flower. A Surbaſe with 
a different Fret and Flower. The Mouldings are hi ghly inriched. 


; \ 


de Rk ao, os... ore id he Re 


"> 1 De 


PLATE XLI A very rich Baſe and Surbaſe. 4 5 


PLATE XLII. A Baſe inriched with a Fret and Flower. A 
Surbaſe inriched with a Fret and Flower of a different Kind. The 
Cavettos in both are highly inriched, as is alſo the Ogee, which caps 
the Surbaſe, wi ith five leaved Graſs and Flowers. 


PLATE XLIII. A Baſe and Surbaſe both * d with ; 8 
Frets and Flowers of different Kinds: The . are e alſo * 


rich, | -N 


I ſupoſe I have now given a ſufficient Variety of Baſes and Fur, 
Baſes. I ſhall next proceed to Carnices. 


PLATE XLIV. Two common  Cornices, 


P LATE Xv. Two common Cue different bn the ; | ; FE 
former, | 8 oY 


8 12 | ; | NY 2. 
PLATE XLVI. An Architrave, Freeze and Cornice, the Whole 
regulated by the Diviſions ſet upon the Architrave. 


PLATE XLVII. Two Cornices. | —_— — j 


PLAT E XLVIIL Two Cornices. The ſhort curved Line 
under each Freer denotes Part of a ſwelling Freeze. The Meaſures 


are regulated” as in the foregoing Plate. 


PLATE XLIX. Two different ices. 
V PLATE 
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P L A T E L. Two Corticer: The uppermoſt has a Fret and 


Flower over the Freeze.” 


PLATE LI. Tuo Cornicet : In the * one the Faſcia's is cut 
ine * in the e it is e with a Pret. 


. 


PL AT E LIL: Two. came, both inciched with Frets. 
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PLATE LIII. A Cornice with a Truſs 3 at the End of the Freeze. 
To the Right-hand is a Profile of a Truſs the other Way. 


PLATE I1V. A Cornice and two different Truſſer: : Inſtead of 
a Dentil in the Bedmould is a Scroll and a Flower. 


PLATE Lv. A Cornice and Profile of a Truſs, whoſe Width 
in F ront muſt be equal to the Height. 
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PLATE LVL A Cornice with A Truſs at the End of the 
Freeze : The Branch of Leave on the Outſide lies upon the Thich- 
neſs of the Truſs. 
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PLATE LVII. A Cornice and Truſs. Here the Projedtion « of 
the Cornice and Truſs are equal. 


WH 


PLA T E LVIII. An Architrave, Freeze and Cornice. I think 
a Bedmould of this kind muſt have a better Effect over a ſwelling 
Freeze than what we generally find in Bed mould. The Ovolo in the 
Architrave is inriched with a Nut in its Husk, and a Flower between 
each Nut. This cannot fail of being a very beautiful Inrichment. 
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PLATE LX. Another fich Abierave, Freeze, and Cornice. 
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